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acidity: the level of acids in a substance such as water and soil. 
Examples include vinegar and lemon juice.

acoustic monitoring: the use of sound recordings to collect information about different species.

aerate: to allow air to flow through.

agrarian: relating to farmed land.

algae: a simple organism found in water that is like a plant but without roots, stems, or leaves.

amphibian: a cold-blooded animal, such as a toad, frog, or salamander, that relies on its 
environment to maintain its body temperature. Amphibians live on land and in the water.

Anthropocene: a geologic time during which humans have had 
a great impact on Earth’s environment and climate.

arthropod: an invertebrate animal with a skeleton on the outside of its body. It 
has a segmented body and jointed legs. Insects and spiders are arthropods.

artificial intelligence (AI): a computer system that can perform 
tasks that typically require human intelligence.

atmosphere: a layer of gases around the earth.

biocide: a chemical or substance that destroys or kills certain living things.

biodegradable: able to decay and break down.

biodiversity: the variety of life on Earth.

captive breeding: the process of mating wild species to produce and raise 
offspring in places such as zoos, aquariums, and other conservation facilities.

carbon footprint: the amount of carbon dioxide that is emitted 
because of someone’s daily activities and travel.

carnivore: an animal that eats meat.

citizen science: the involvement of everyday people in scientific activities or projects.

clear-cutting: to remove every tree from an area.

climate change: the longterm change in temperature and weather patterns across a 
large area, in particular attributed to the use of fossil fuels as an energy source.

coevolve: when two or more species grow and change together 
through time, influencing each other’s development.

coexistence: living together at the same time or in the same place.

compost: to recycle food scraps and vegetation and put them back in the soil.

conservation: the management and protection of wildlife and natural resources.

SAMPLE GLOSSARY



Distributed by Baker & Taylor Publisher Services 
To order: orders@btpubservices.com, 888.814.0208

For more information, contact Nomad Press:  
andi@nomadpress.net, 603.727.2766

AUTHOR INTERVIEW

WHAT WAS YOUR 
FAVORITE PART 
ABOUT WRITING 
THIS BOOK? The 
answer to that is 
easy—I got to spend 
time completely 
focused on all of the 
positive, wonderful, 
impactful conservation 
efforts going on all 
over the world. While 
our planet does face 
big challenges, there 

are so many people dedicated to tackling those problems and 
finding solutions. It gives reason for hope. 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE READERS WILL TAKE AWAY 
FROM THIS BOOK?  In chapter 9 I used a quote from Jane 
Goodall: “Only if we understand, will we care. Only if we care, 
will we help. Only if we help, shall all be saved.” That’s my hope 
for readers – that this book will help them understand both the 
need for conservation and how people are addressing that need. 
I also hope that the stories in this book will inspire readers to 
take part in conservation starting right in their own communities. 
Everyone can make a difference. 

HOW ARE YOU INVOLVED IN CONSERVATION?  
First and foremost, I write about nature and the environment, 
hoping to inspire readers to take part in conservation 
themselves. 
 
In my own life I do many different things to help the planet. 
I’ve let my yard go almost completely wild to support insects 
and other wildlife. To lower my carbon footprint I take public 
transportation, turn off lights, and keep the heat low in the winter 
and we don’t even have A/C to use in the summer. I do as much 
as I can to reduce my plastic use which includes taking my 
own takeout containers to restaurants for leftovers. Most of my 
friends and my family are used to this, but for those who are not, 
it sparks conservation. I even have friends who do the same 
thing now! 
 
I  also conserve water, which drives my family nuts (short 
showers everyone!). Other things I do include shopping in thrift 
stores, recycling, reusing or repurposing items, minimizing food 
waste, shopping locally, buying refurbished technology, and the 
list goes on!

WHAT SURPRISED YOU THE MOST DURING YOUR 
RESEARCH?  Two things, actually. One, while I knew that 
conservation efforts were taking place everywhere on the planet, 
I had no idea how many. It is staggering! And wonderful!
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Second, even though I knew about conservation, I’d never 
considered how complex many projects are. Conservation 
is a unique blend of scientific research and observation, 
engineering, data analysis, technology, law, and education. They 
are also partnerships between community members, Tribes, 
governments, scientists, conservationists, and private citizens. 
So many people working together!

WHAT PIECE OF RESEARCH SURPRISED YOU 
THE MOST? All of the research for this book was full of 
surprises and new information that made me pause. Yet 
perhaps the most surprising thing is the fact that the discovery 
of keystone species happened only a few decades ago (1969). 
It’s so new! Findings like that always give me pause, and make 
me wonder how much there still is to discover about the natural 
world.  

6WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PART ABOUT BEING A 
CHILDREN’S BOOK AUTHOR? One of the best things 
about children is their natural curiosity and wonder. It’s  also 
one of the best things about being a children’s book author – I 
have think like a kid and wonder about things that interest them. 
Not only that, I learn so much as I research – sometimes it’s 
difficult to decide what to put in a book and what to leave out! 
Most importantly, though, being a children’s book author is an 
opportunity for me to share things about the natural world that 
amaze me, with the hope that I am inspiring young readers to 
help take care of our planet and all of its incredible species. 

DO YOU DO SCHOOL VISITS? I do! Since I stopped 
teaching, I’ve missed being in the classroom. School visits are 
an excellent way for me to connect with kids and share my 
passion for the natural world. I do both virtual and in-person 
visits. Not only do I have school visits based on my different 
books, but I also offer workshops on reading and writing 
nonfiction.

WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOUR FREE TIME? I spend 
as much time outdoors as possible. I love to run, hike, camp, 
and explore. In the summer, my absolute favorite thing is to hike 
to high alpine lakes surrounded by jagged peaks and fields of 
wildflowers. Colorado is an especially great place to live and 
play, but I do love the ocean, too. 
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