
In Boycotts, Strikes, and Marches: Protests of the Civil 
Rights Era, readers 12 through 15 explore five ground-breaking 

protests that took place during the 1950s, 1960s, and early 

1970s. Become immersed in the spirit of the Montgomery bus 

boycott, the draft card burning protests of the Vietnam War, 

the Delano grape strike and boycott, the first Gay Pride March, 

and the Women’s Strike for Equality. Middle schoolers also 

learn about the conditions that prompted these demonstrations 

and how protest organizers used critical and creative thinking 

to surmount the challenges they faced to initiate meaningful 

change.

Hands-on projects about social justice issues alongside 

essential questions, links to online resources, and text-to-world 

connections promote a profound understanding of history and 

offer opportunities for social-emotional learning.

Learn more about Boycotts, Strikes, and Marches at  
nomadpress.net/nomadpress-books/boycotts-marches-
strikes/

Nomad Press offers concise classroom guides to help educators explore content-related topics with students and 
encourage them to develop ideas in meaningful ways. Includes Essential Questions and Common Core Connections.

Download free classroom guides for other Nomad Press books at our website, nomadpress.net!
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

DURING READING

KEY VOCABULARY

BEFORE READING

1	 Check for Understanding

a	 What is the difference between boycotts, sit-ins, and marches? How are they all effective?

b	 What are some of the benefits of nonviolent protest? 

c	 Why does it sometimes take many years for change to occur in a society? What are 

some social changes that the United States is working toward now?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same 
topic.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.

1	 Establish Background Knowledge

a	 What do you already know about the Civil Rights Movement? How did it start? Why?

b	 Could the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s, ’60s, and ’70s happen again today? Why or why not?

c	 What are some of the groups of people who benefitted from the Civil Rights Movement?

2	 Skill Introduction

a	 What do you do when you come to a word or phrase you do not know?

b	 How do photographs, videos, and maps help someone learn about a topic?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

activist, affirmative action, 
boycott, mandate, integrated, 

petition, picket, strike, 
transgender, union

Protests Classroom Guide

Watch footage of Vietnam War protests at this website. Have you ever been 
to an anti-war protest? How are these different from protests that happen 
today?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMNX6zyAmGs
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

AFTER READING

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

Grade: 7 Language CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5b,6

Grade: 6-8 History/Social Studies CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

Grade: 7 Speaking & Listening CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1,1a,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6

Grade: 6-8 Writing HST CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1	 Summary and Expansion

a	 What qualities does a person usually need to become a leader of a social movement? How do the people 

in this book portray those qualities? How do leaders of today’s social movement match those qualities?

b	 The Civil Rights Era saw movements across several groups of people who wanted better 

lives. Why do you think they all made strides in this particular time period?

c	 Have you ever been to a march or a protest? What was it like? Did you feel as though you were being effective?

d	 Why is it important for a boycott to reach as many people as possible? 

e	 How might a social win for one group of people - such as fair wages for agricultural laborers 

- help another group of people? How are social movements connected to each other?

f	 Are there human rights being fought for in the United States today? How are 

recent movements related to the Civil Rights Era of the past?

g	 What did the protests of the Civil Rights Era have in common? What was different about each one?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and 
comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.

Protests Classroom Guide

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
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Grade: 7 Language
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5b,6

3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase.
4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel).
4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary).
5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.
5b Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words.
6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Grade: 6-8 History/Social Studies
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or lowered).
4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.
5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts).
7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital 
texts.
8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
10 By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.
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Grade: 7 Speaking & Listening
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1,1a,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6

1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring 
to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas 
that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.
1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.
2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.
3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence.
4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, 
details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.
6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
(See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)

Grade: 6-8 Writing HST
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 
processes.
4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently.
7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.
9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.
10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Project from Boycotts, Strikes, and Marches: Protests of the Civil Rights Era

11

PROJECT

PLANNING A BOYCOTT
Segregated buses and trains were only one of the ways whites discriminated 

against African Americans in the Jim Crow South. A boycott is the act of refusing 
to buy, use, or participate in something as a form of protest. Why didn’t the African 
American community use boycotts more often in their fight against segregation? 

  ª Imagine that you wanted to protest 
these discriminatory policies and laws. 
Which ones might be the best to protest 
through boycott? For each one, explain 
why you think a boycott might effective.

  ª Now choose one law that you think could be protested by boycott and 
create a detailed outline for organizing the boycott. In doing this consider:

•  the goal of the boycott
•  how the boycott would pressure the 

boycott target
•  how you would gather support for the 

boycott
•  the potential financial costs of the 

boycott

•  how to spread news of the boycott 
•  how you could keep people interested 

in the boycott.

  ª Create a list of demands for the boycott 
target. What would you want them to do? 
What would make you end the boycott?

Have you ever been to a march or 

protest? What was it like? If you 

were to go to one, how might you 

behave?

TEXT TO 
WORLD

Research the other ways in 
which African Americans 
were discriminated against 
during the Jim Crow era. 

 examples of Jim Crow laws

WONDER W

H
Y

?Can you 

think of any other 

boycotts that occurred 

during the Civil Rights 

Era? Were they 

effective?

ACTIVITY!

Check out more titles and other great activities at nomadpress.net.

Protests ACTIVITY
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Check them out at nomadpress.net
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