
“We shall overcome” was the refrain of the civil rights movement, 
but overcoming centuries of discrimination was not easy. 

In Changing Laws: Politics of the Civil Rights Era, middle 
graders explore the key legislative and judicial victories of the era 
that spanned from 1954 to the early 1970s, including Brown v 
the Board of Education, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968, all of 
which couldn’t have happened without the increased activism of 
the times. Explore how marches, demonstrations, boycotts, and 
lawsuits prodded local and state governments to face the bigotry 
of the legal system, and compare these events with today’s Black 
Lives Matter movement, which calls for many of the same kinds 
of reforms.

Hands-on projects about social justice issues alongside 
essential questions, links to online resources, and text-to-world 
connections promote a profound understanding of history and 
offer opportunities for social-emotional learning.

Learn more about Changing Laws at   
nomadpress.net/nomadpress-books/changing-laws

Nomad Press offers concise classroom guides to help educators explore content-related topics with students and 
encourage them to develop ideas in meaningful ways. Includes Essential Questions and Common Core Connections.

Download free classroom guides for other Nomad Press books at our website, nomadpress.net!

Age: 12–15
Grade: 7–10
Softcover: 9781619309272 $15.95
Hardcover: 9781619309241 $22.95
eBook: all formats available, $12.99
Specs: 8 x 10, 112 pages, color interior Focus: Social Studies: U.S. History
GRL: Z+
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

DURING READING

KEY VOCABULARY

BEFORE READING

1 Check for Understanding

a Have you ever attended a protest, sit-in, or march? Have you ever participated in a 

boycott? What did it feel like? Were you able to accomplish your goals?

b What can people in the United States learn about laws from other countries? 

What might other countries learn from the United States?

c Can you name any laws being challenged in society today? What kinds of new laws 

might grow from the social protests we’ve seen in the year 2020?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier 
events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

1 Establish Background Knowledge

a What do you already know about how laws are created and enforced?

b What process is necessary to add an amendment to the U.S. Constitution?

c Why is the U.S. Constitution considered a living document?

2 Skill Introduction

a What do you do when you come to a word or phrase you do not know?

b How do photographs, videos, and maps help someone learn about a topic?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.12 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

affirmative action, delegate, 
gerrymander, integrated, Jim 

Crow, moral, racist

Politics Classroom Guide

Schools are still segregated today, more than 60 years after the Brown v Board 
of Education decision. Watch the video on this link to figure out why.

https://www.kqed.org/lowdown/30098/why-have-americas-public-schools-
gotten-more-racially-segregated
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

AFTER READING

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

Grade: 9-10 Language CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5b,6

Grade: 9-10 History/Social Studies CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 

Grade: 9-10 Speaking & Listening CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1,1a,1b,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6 

Grade: 9-10 Writing HST CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Summary and Expansion

a What does the term “separate but equal” mean? Why is this concept problematic?

b Why were some people angry about the efforts to integrate schools?

c Why are voting rights important? Who should decide who gets to vote and who doesn’t? 

d Why did the United States need a federal law to ban discrimination? What 

were some of the results of the Civil Rights Act of 1964?

e How did politicians during the Civil Rights Era balance their desire to be popular with the need to defeat 

systemic racism in society and with their own personal beliefs? How do politicians do this today?

f Why is it critical to listen to the people who are being discriminated against? 

What perspective do they have that no one else does?

g Is life better for African Americans now than it was before the 1950s? What 

can still be improved? How can that be accomplished?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.6-8.3 Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

Politics Classroom Guide

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
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COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
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Grade: 9-10 Language
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5b,6

3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
4b Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, 
analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).
4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary).
5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.
5b Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Grade: 9-10 History/Social Studies
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10
1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and 
origin of the information.
2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events 
or ideas develop over the course of the text.
3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded 
them.
4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or 
economic aspects of history/social science.
5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or analysis.
6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they 
include and emphasize in their respective accounts.
7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.
8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims.
9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.
10 By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.
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COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
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Grade: 9-10 Speaking & Listening
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1,1a,1b,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6

1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
1a Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas.
1b Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key 
issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, 
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy of each source.
3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or 
exaggerated or distorted evidence.
4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
(See grades 9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)

Grade: 9-10 Writing HST
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10
1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 
processes.
4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage 
of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.
8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess 
the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Project from Changing Laws: Politics of the Civil Rights Era

11

PROJECT

Does Racial Inequality 
Exist in Your School?

It can sometimes be hard to recognize racial inequality when it doesn’t directly affect you. 
Take a look at the statistics relating to your own school and see if anything surprised you.

  ª Explore racial inequality across the country.

  ª Scroll down to the interactive map
and click on the tabs “Opportunity,” 
“Discipline,” “Segregation,” and 
“Achievement Gap.”

  ª What conclusions can you draw from the information on this map? Consider 
the following questions.

•  What questions does this data raise? 
•  How do educational opportunities and 

discipline compare across the states?

•  Is there a relationship between the 
percent of nonwhite students in a state 
and the suspension rates of nonwhites 
compared to white students?

  ª Search for your school district in the database. What information do you 
discover about your school?

  ª Create an annotated map of the schools in your community. Using the data 
in the database, illustrate or explain any segregation and educational inequality 
in your district on the map itself.

  ª Share your map with classmates and teachers. What explanations do people 
have for the segregation and inequality that exists in your local schools? What 
solutions do people have for how to improve this problem?

Go to this link to find the 
database “Miseducation” 
from ProPublica.

 ProPublica miseducation

What laws are in place today that ensure your 

civil rights? How did those laws come to be?
TEXT TO 
WORLD

ACTIVITY!

Check out more titles and other great activities at nomadpress.net.

Politics ACTIVITY
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Check them out at nomadpress.net
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