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How could a country founded on the honorable ideals of 
freedom and equality have so willingly embraced the evils 
of enslavement and oppression?

In Race Relations: The Struggle for Equality in America, 
kids ages 12 to 15 follow the evolution of race relations 
in America from the country’s earliest beginnings until 
present day. The book examines how the concept of race 
was constructed in the seventeenth century and how 
American colonists used racial differences to justify slavery, 
discrimination and the persecution of people of color. Young 
readers explore how race relations changed—and didn’t—
through the eras of Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and Civil 
Rights, and under the presidencies of Barack Obama and 
Donald Trump.

Race Relations is part of a set of four books called Inquire 
& Investigate Social Issues of the Twenty-First Century, 
which explores the social challenges that have faced 
our world in the past and that continue to drive us to do 
better in the future. Other titles in this set are Feminism, 
Immigration Nation, and Gender Identity.

Learn more about Race Relations at    
https://nomadpress.net/nomadpress-books/race-
relations

Nomad Press offers concise classroom guides to help educators explore content-related topics with students and 
encourage them to develop ideas in meaningful ways. Includes Essential Questions and Common Core Connections.

Download free classroom guides for other Nomad Press books at our website, nomadpress.net!

Age: 12–15
Grade: 7–10
Softcover: 9781619305557, $17.95
Hardcover: 9781619305526, $22.95
eBook: all formats available, $12.99
Specs: 8 x 10, 128 pages, color interior
Focus: History
GRL: Z

CLASSROOM GUIDE

Race Relations: The Struggle for Equality in America

ALSO IN THE SOCIAL ISSUES SET

IMMIGRATION NATION
PB: 9781619307636, $17.95
HC: 9781619307605, $22.95

GENDER IDENTITY
PB: 9781619307599, $17.95
HC: 9781619307568, $22.95

FEMINISM
PB: 9781619307551, $17.95
HC: 9781619307520, $22.95
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

DURING READING

KEY VOCABULARY

BEFORE READING

1 Check for Understanding

a Can you think of any examples of people dehumanizing other groups of people today?

b What might American race relations be like now if the colonists had not created slave codes?

c What role did economics play in the idea that slavery was justified?

d Most Southern whites never owned slaves, yet were fiercely opposed 

to African American advancement or equality. Why?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

1 Establish Background Knowledge

a Why do you think there’s such a large gap in how people of color and white people view racial issues?

b Are there any benefits to dividing people into racial categories? If so, what are they?

c If you could ask anything of a person of another race, what would it be?

2 Skill Introduction

a What do you do when you come to a word or phrase you do not know?

b How do photographs and videos help someone learn about a topic?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.5c Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression.

abolish, Black Codes, 
disenfranchisement, ethnicity 
Freedom Riders, indigenous, 

microaggression

Race Relations Classroom Guide

Read the personal narratives of five enslaved people who self-purchased. 
What do their stories suggest about the race relations of the period?

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/maai/emancipation/text1/
text1read.htm

/NomadPress /NomadPress /NomadPressVT @NomadPressVT



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

AFTER READING

Copyright © 2019 by Nomad Press. All rights reserved. The trademark “Nomad Press” and the Nomad Press logo are trademarks of Nomad Communications, Inc.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

Grade: 8 Language CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5c,6

Grade: 6-8 History/Social Studies CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

Grade: 8 Speaking & Listening CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1,1a,1b,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6

Grade: 6-8 Writing HST CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Summary and Expansion

a How might society differ today if the white supremacist backlash after Reconstruction 

had not prevented African Americans from freely participating in society?

b Why is humiliation such an effective weapon in oppression?

c Would you risk your life for any political, religious, or social cause? Why or why not?

d Do you think white society’s attitudes toward the 1960s riots were hypocritical? Why or why not?

e Can American society ever be truly colorblind? Should it be? Why or why not?

f Do you think grades and test scores should be the sole criteria for admissions into schools? 

If so, why? If not, what other factors do you think should come into play? Why?

g What role has the internet played in bringing attention to race-related issues? 

Has it played a positive role, a negative role, or both?

h Presidents Obama and Trump have both been blamed for deteriorating race 

relations. How can a president set the tone for race relations?

i Is understanding historical context important in discussions about race relations? Why or why not?

j What actions can you take personally to help improve race relations in your life or community?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

Race Relations Classroom Guide

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
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Grade: 8 Language
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5c,6

3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase.
4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, 
secede).
4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary).
5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.
5c Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, 
firm, persistent, resolute).
6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Grade: 6-8 History/Social Studies
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or lowered).
4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.
5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts).
7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital 
texts.
8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
10 By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

Race Relations Classroom Guide
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Grade: 8 Speaking & Listening
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1,1a,1b,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6

1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring 
to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
1b Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed.
1c Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant 
evidence, observations, and ideas.
1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the 
evidence presented.
2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate 
the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency 
of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid 
reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add 
interest.
6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
(See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)

Grade: 6-8 Writing HST
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 
processes.
4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently.
7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.
9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.
10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Race Relations  Classroom Guide



aN iNterraCial fight for freedom

SLAVE NARRATIVES
During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
dozens of former slaves wrote autobiographies 
about their own experiences. Known as “slave 
narratives,” those written before emancipation 
served an important role in turning whites toward 
abolitionism. 

• You can find many 
slave narratives at this 
website.

• Choose a slave narrative to read from one 
of these people and answer the following 
questions. 

• What steps does the author take to 
authenticate his or her writings? Why?

• Does this narrative challenge your 
assumptions about slaves or slavery? How?

• Identify three passages in the narrative that 
might have turned whites against slavery. 
What makes these passages persuasive?

• What passages would slavery 
supporters use to justify slavery?

• Do you think your author would be 
for or against colonization? Why?

• What do you think freedom meant 
to your author? What did the idea 
of equality mean to them?

To investigate 
more, research the 
arguments for and 
against colonization 
in Liberia from the 
African American 
perspective. You 
may want to begin 
your research by 
focusing on Samuel 
Cornish (1795–1858) 
and John Brown 
Russwurm (1799–
1851), who were 
founders of Freedom’s 
Journal, the first 
African American 
newspaper. The 
two had differing 
attitudes toward 
colonization. Team 
up with a classmate, 
each choosing a side 
to argue, and debate 
the matter.

   documenting 
American south 
slave narratives

37

Inquire &  
Investigate

Copyright © 2019 by Nomad Press. All rights reserved. The trademark “Nomad Press” and the Nomad Press logo are trademarks of Nomad Communications, Inc.

Race Relation ACTIVITY



Check them out at nomadpress.net
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