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What does it mean to think of gender as being a range 
instead of simply male or female?

Gender Identity: Beyond Pronouns and Bathrooms 
invites readers to consider the cultural significance of 
gender identity in the United States and beyond. Middle and 
high schoolers learn about the history of LGBT rights, with 
a particular focus on transgender rights and the rights of 
gender-fluid people, while engaging in research activities 
to help put what they have learned into context. These 
activities encourage teens to form their own, well-informed 
opinions about public figures, historical events, and current 
news regarding gender identity.

Gender Identity is part of a set of four books called Inquire 
& Investigate Social Issues of the Twenty-First Century, 
which explores the social challenges that have faced 
our world in the past and that continue to drive us to do 
better in the future. Other titles in this set are Feminism, 
Immigration Nation, and Race Relations.

Learn more about Gender Identity at    
https://nomadpress.net/nomadpress-books/gender-
identity

Nomad Press offers concise classroom guides to help educators explore content-related topics with students and 
encourage them to develop ideas in meaningful ways. Includes Essential Questions and Common Core Connections.

Download free classroom guides for other Nomad Press books at our website, nomadpress.net!

Age: 12–15
Grade: 7–10
Softcover: 9781619307599, $17.95
Hardcover: 9781619307568, $22.95
eBook: all formats available, $12.99
Specs: 8 x 10, 128 pages, color interior
Focus: History
GRL: Z+
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

DURING READING

KEY VOCABULARY

BEFORE READING

1 Check for Understanding

a What do activists, and anyone living openly as transgender, risk that other people do not? Is this fair?

b What are some ways in which transgender activists sparked change for transgender people in the United States?

c How can cisgender people be allies to the LGBTQ community?

d Why is it important that children read books and watch movies and shows that include portrayals of 

all kinds of people? What would the world be like if only one kind of person appeared in fiction?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over 
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an 
objective summary of the text.

1 Establish Background Knowledge

a Why do you think people are sometimes uncomfortable talking about gender identity?

b How might your gender identity affect where you go to school, where you work, 

how you live, and your relationship with your family and other people?

c Why might a town develop an ordinance that discriminates against transgender people? 

2 Skill Introduction

a What do you do when you come to a word or phrase you do not know?

b How do photographs and videos help someone learn about a topic?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression.

bias, culture, gender, gender 
non-conforming, LGBTQ, 

nonbinary, spectrum, 
transgender

Gender Identity Classroom Guide

You can read Christine Jorgensen’s obituary in The New York Times. Are you 
surprised at her views on the women’s liberation movement?

https://www.nytimes.com/1989/05/04/obituaries/christine-jorgensen-62-is-
dead-was-first-to-have-a-sex-change.html
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

Grade: 11-12 Language CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5b,6

Grade: 11-12 Reading: Informational Text CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

Grade: 11-12 Writing HST CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Summary and Expansion

a How does physical sex differ from gender identity?

b Why does it matter when an organization such as the Girl Scouts of America takes 

a stand for or against the rights of transgender and nonbinary people? 

c What kind of impact do celebrities have on transgender and nonbinary issues?

d How does sexual orientation differ from gender identity?

e The Compton’s Cafeteria Riot and the Stonewall Riots led to many changes for LGBTQ people in 

the United States. Besides greater legal protections, what were some of these changes?

f Why did some members of the feminist movement object to the inclusion of transgender 

women? Do you think that made feminists’ efforts weaker or stronger?

g Many positive legal changes occurred for the U.S. transgender community during the early 2000s. How did the 

internet contribute to these changes? Do you think these steps forward would have happened without the internet?

h How has the internet been a negative part of the LGBTQ experience? In 

your view, does the good outweigh the bad or vice versa?

i What do you think it will be like for transgender and nonbinary people in another 10 years?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the 
specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.
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Grade: 11-12 Language
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5b,6

3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
4b Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable).
4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.
4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary).
5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
5b Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
c

Grade: 11-12 Reading: Informational Text
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop over the course of the text.
4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 
Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether 
the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.
6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.
7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as 
well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.
8 Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal 
reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of 
public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
9 Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance 
(including The Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural 
Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.
10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high 
end of the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
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Grade: 11-12 Writing HST
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 
processes.
4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.
8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess 
the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard 
format for citation.
9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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GENDER IDENTITY | CHAPTER THREE

AROUND THE WORLD
Within the United States, laws that dictate the 
rights and protections of the LGBTQ community 
can vary state by state and even by town. Other 
countries have their own sets of laws. How might 
these laws reflect the values and attitudes of a 
nation? What do they say about a country? Find 
out by doing some research at the library or on the 
internet.

• Choose five countries at random. Exclude the 
country where you currently live. 

• Research the kinds of laws against and 
protections for transgender people that 
exist in these countries, if any. Are there laws 
against homosexuality, cross-dressing, or being 
transgender? If yes, what are the penalties for 
breaking such laws? Are there any laws that 
govern other groups of people?

• Where on the globe are your countries 
located? Do you notice any patterns in the laws 
according to the location of a country? Does 
any continent host countries with stricter laws 
governing LGBTQ people? 

To investigate more, compare these with 
someone who chose different countries than 
you. What new information can you learn about 
the country or countries you did not choose? 
Do most of the countries you and your partners 
chose have protections for transgender people or 
laws against them? Why do you think this is?

54

Inquire &  
Investigate
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