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Why are women treated differently from men? What is 
feminism? Why is this movement such an important part of 
the history of civic rights, and why is it still important today?

Feminism: The March Toward Equal Rights for Women 
invites middle and high schoolers to examine the different 
stages of the feminist movement, from early mentions in 
history through the suffragettes’ fight for the vote to today’s 
evidence of feminism in the struggle for equal pay and 
equal rights around the world. This history of feminism 
gives readers an introduction to the ways and means of 
community activism, which can be applied to a multitude of 
causes.

Feminism is part of a set of four books called Inquire 
& Investigate Social Issues of the Twenty-First Century, 
which explores the social challenges that have faced our 
world in the past and that continue to drive us to do better 
in the future. Other titles in this set are Gender Identity, 
Immigration Nation, and Race Relations.

Learn more about Feminism at    
https://nomadpress.net/nomadpress-books/feminism

Nomad Press offers concise classroom guides to help educators explore content-related topics with students and 
encourage them to develop ideas in meaningful ways. Includes Essential Questions and Common Core Connections.

Download free classroom guides for other Nomad Press books at our website, nomadpress.net!

Age: 12–15
Grade: 7–10
Softcover: 9781619307551, $17.95
Hardcover:9781619307520, $22.95
eBook: all formats available, $12.99
Specs: 8 x 10, 128 pages, color interior
Focus: History
GRL: Z+

CLASSROOM GUIDE

Feminism: The March Toward Equal Rights for Women
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IMMIGRATION NATION
PB: 9781619307636, $17.95
HC: 9781619307605, $22.95

RACE RELATIONS
PB: 9781619305557, $17.95
HC: 9781619305526, $22.95
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PB: 9781619307599, $17.95
HC: 9781619307568, $22.95
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

DURING READING

KEY VOCABULARY

BEFORE READING

1 Check for Understanding

a Why can it be hard to find stories written by women throughout history? What does 

that say about the relationships between history and power and gender?

b What is the connection between the abolitionist movement and the feminist movement?

c Are you surprised that men joined the suffrage movement? What are some ways men support women today?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

1 Establish Background Knowledge

a What does the term feminism mean to you?

b Why does a person’s gender affect where they go to school, where they work, where they live, and how they live?

c Who is the most responsible for ensuring all humans have equal rights?

2 Skill Introduction

a What do you do when you come to a word or phrase you do not know?

b How do photographs and videos help someone learn about a topic?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its 
part of speech, or its etymology.

abolitionist, affirmative action, 
backlash, contraception, 

feminism, globalism, idealism, 
minority

Feminism Classroom Guide

You can read for yourself the “Declaration of Sentiments” at this website. 
What does it make you think? What is your reaction?

www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO ASK

Grade: 9-10 Language CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5b,6

Grade: 9-10 History/Social Studies CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

Grade: 9-10 Speaking & Listening CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1,1a,1b,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6

Grade: 9-10 Writing HST CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Summary and Expansion

a Why was it more dangerous to be a black suffragist than a white suffragist? What 

point was Sojourner Truth making when she asked, “Ain’t I a woman?”

b Why was feminism out of the spotlight for a few decades? What might have happened 

had women maintained the push for equal rights during this time?

c What kind of influence did advertising have on people during the 1950s? Do you think 

there’s more or less influence through advertising today? Why or why not?

d Why would a group that works for equality be unwelcoming toward certain groups of people?

e Why might women change their focus from themselves as a group to 

themselves as individuals? What made this possible?

f Why did some members of the feminist movement object to the inclusion of transgender 

women? Do you think that made feminists’ efforts weaker or stronger?

g Why does it matter if movements are made up of more than one demographic? How are they made 

stronger when people representing different experiences, identities, and backgrounds work together?

h How has feminism changed from the first wave of suffragists to today?

CCC: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research 
question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.

Feminism Classroom Guide

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
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Grade: 9-10 Language 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.3,4,4a,4b,4c,4d,5,5a,5b,6

3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
4b Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, 
analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).
4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary).
5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.
5b Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Grade: 9-10 History/Social Studies
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10

1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and 
origin of the information.
2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events 
or ideas develop over the course of the text.
3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded 
them.
4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or 
economic aspects of history/social science.
5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or analysis.
6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they 
include and emphasize in their respective accounts.
7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.
8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims.
9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.
10 By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

Feminism Classroom Guide
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Grade: 9-10 Speaking & Listening
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1,1a,1b,1c,1d,2,3,4,5,6

1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
1a Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas.
1b Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key 
issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, 
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy of each source.
3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or 
exaggerated or distorted evidence.
4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
(See grades 9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)

Grade: 9-10 Writing HST
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1,2,4,6,7,8,9,10

1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 
processes.
4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage 
of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.
8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess 
the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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FEMINISM | CHAPTER TWO

WRITE YOUR POLITICIAN
Suffragists did a lot of letter writing as they fought 
for women’s right to vote. This was before email and 
social media, so their letters were written on paper 
and sent by mail. In today’s world, politicians receive 
lots of communications about different causes that 
people feel strongly about. Add your voice!

• Choose a topic that you feel strongly about. 
This can be climate change, immigration, war, 
human rights, or something else. 

• At the library or on the internet, do some 
research on your chosen topic. Who are the 
major players with the power to effect change? 
What are their views on the topic? Do different 
people have different viewpoints?

• Choose one person who agrees with your 
views and another person who has the 
opposite views. Write each of them a letter 
explaining your position. What can you write to 
get them to agree with you? How can you show 
your support for the person whose values align 
with yours?

• Read the letters aloud to a friend or classmate. 
See if they can guess who it is you’re writing to. 
Do they think your letters were convincing?

To investigate more, imagine how one or more 
of the historical figures from this chapter would 
collaborate with a feminist, real or imagined, of 
today? What would feminists past and present 
focus on together in the twenty-first century?

Write down what you 
think each word means. 

What root words can 
you find to help you? 

What does the context 
of the word tell you?

activist, citizenship, 
civil rights, radical, 

resistance, suffragist, 
tyranny, and 
unalienable. 

Compare your 
definitions with those 

of your friends or 
classmates. Did you 

all come up with the 
same meanings? Turn 

to the text and glossary 
if you need help.

VOCAB LAB

44

Inquire &  
Investigate
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Feminism ACTIVITY



Check them out at nomadpress.net
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